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1.  Agenda  

 

¶ Welcome 

¶ Apologies 

¶ Minutes of the previous AGM held April 30
th
 2010 

¶ Reports 

o President 

o Secretary 

o Treasurer 

o Registrar 

o Cross Country 

o Track & Field 

o Other Reports 

¶ Elections 

o President 

o Vice President 

o Treasurer 

o Secretary 

o Committee Members (6) 

¶ Awards  

o Cross Country 2010 

o Track & Field 2010/11 

¶ Other Business 

¶ Meeting Closure 

¶ Supper / Special Presentation 
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2.  President ôs Report  

 

A stunning athletic year! The winter season saw a good turnaround from previous years thanks to 

increased numbers, particularly Women, and a well performing winter sub-committee. The winter 

subcommittee (Linda Langford, Robin Broberg, Lyn Davis, Max Balchin, David Armstrong and  

Rob Wendel) came up with a number of recommendations that have since been adopted and we 

believe we have seen the results of a number of those initiatives amongst which: 

 

 A complete winter program with something on each week 

 Improved Trophies 

 Training Programs 

 Improved Coaching 

 Improved Communication 

 

The subcommittee set itself some challenging goals with some great results: 

 

 Participation went up by 65% against a target of 50% with Female participation increasing by 

a whopping 83% and Men by 51%. On average we had 12 Women (7 in 2009) and 12 Men (8 

in 2009) participate in each event; 

 Regularly fielded more teams than the target of 6; 

 Organised an event/pack run every week with good attendance most of the time; 

 Great attendance at training (thank you coaches!); 

 An abundance of high quality trophies, like the one and only Binnak Bowl (thank you, 

Linda!) 

 And last but not least excellent performances by our athletes in particular our Junior and 

Womenôs teams which are looking for promotions to Divisions 1 and 3!  

 

Thank you and well done to all cross country athletes, our winter captain Robin Broberg, 

subcommittee and helpers. I refer you to the winter captainôs report for more details and of course we 

welcome any additional suggestions you may have, so please contact a Committee member if you 

have any and put your stamp on the 2011 winter season! 

 

The Shield competition was an even greater success with record number of athletes joining and 

competing week in week out. DVAC membership reached another record with a total of 217 

members of which 164 AV competing members. 

    

DVAC had FIVE teams make the Shield Finals - more than any other club at East Region. The teams 

were the Women's Open Division 1, Womenôs Under 14, Menôs 40+, Menôs Under 18 and the Menôs 

Under 14. Special congratulations to the Women's Under 14 and the Men's Under 18 who finished on 

top of their respective ladders and are Region Premiers. A Shield title, however, is still eluding us as 

the Menôs 40+ team again just fell short.  

Our Valley athletes performed well at the representative level also. 

A number of our athletes journeyed to Ballarat to compete in the Victorian Country Athletics 

Championships and returned with a haul of five gold and three silver medals. 

In the Women's U14 4x100m Relay final, junior Alana Toso, anchored the team capably, holding off 

a late challenge to cross the line in first place. DVAC sprints coach, Chris Brennan, coached both 

relay teams. 

In all, the Diamond Valley Athletic Club had twelve juniors compete at the 2011 Australian Junior 

Championships! 
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Monica Brennan has gained selection for this year's IAAF World 

Youth Championships in Lille, France later this year. Monica 

posted her second sub 24.2 second qualifying time (24.16) when 

she won her heat of the Women's Under 18 200m at the 2011 

Australian Junior Championships at Sydney Olympic Park. A week 

earlier, she had recorded a run of 24.04 in winning the Victorian 

Open Women's 200m. 

Monica was also a member of the Victorian Women's U18 4x100m 

Relay team that won gold in a time of 46.73. 

The Valleyôs old boys brought home a bag of gold medals in the 

Vic Masters M50 Relay Championships in the 4x100m, 4x400m 

and 4x1500m.  

 

Ashleigh Hamilton added to impressive tally of wins at Championship level by winning the Victorian 

Open Women's Heptathlon Championship for the second year running (4,675). She added to her 

medal tally by winning the silver medal in the Open Women's 100m Hurdles. Amy Murray had her 

best ever result in the Heptathlon, scoring 4104 points to win the bronze medal for the State title. 

 

 

The Diamond Valley Athletic Club had 40 junior athletes compete in the 

Victorian Youth & U20 Track & Field Championships. Five of the Valley 

juniors were able to medal: Monica Brennan, Jake Di Palma, Linden 

Marsh, Matthew Mineo, Shaun Cooke and Alana Toso. 

 

Chris Armet secured his sixth consecutive State Championship in the High 

Jump, but at the 2011 IAAF Melbourne Classic two days earlier, he had his 

first win at the national level (2.18) followed by a national title at the last 

meet ever to be held at Olympic park! 

Congratulations should also go to our wonderful coaching staff. 

 

The club enjoyed another financially very sound year. Our well-attended fundraising events (thank 

you Lyn, Robin, Gary, Darren, Alan and a host of volunteers and donors) delivered us good revenue 

streams. We funded a sign up gift this year to commemorate our 25 years as a combined club and 

spent a bit more on awards and Gym equipment. We also re-negotiated our Willinda Park fees to be a 

little more favourable and equitable between all parties. Please refer to the Treasurerôs report for 

more details. 

 

We rely heavily on volunteers helping us with the numerous tasks that make up operating the club 

together with committee members who themselves are obviously volunteers also. Fortunately we co-

opted some volunteers but not nearly enough and hence the duties fall on mostly the same extremely 

dedicated shoulders which naturally tend to buckle under the weight. So please remember many 

hands make light work. Volunteer your services even if it is for a single task! 

 

Two years ago the committee formulated a plan to take the Club forward and we are planning to 

update this plan in the near future.  4 Core objectives and 4 enablers were identified as those we 

would pursue over the past few years and likely into the near future.  With the implementation of our 

competition sub-committees we have perhaps not spend enough time on promoting the entire range 

of initiatives we would like to pursue. Again, we are always looking for people who would like to 

contribute to the club and participate in either the Committee or subcommittees. 

 

As your committee we would like to think that a number of aspects of our plan are working really 

well as we have seen improvements in our membership (thanks Lyn!), finances (thanks Gary), 
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merchandise (thank you Linda), the Web site (thank you David) and athletic performances (thank 

you coaches). We also realise that we can still move forward in a number of areas like our facilities, 

communication and volunteer management. 

Our relationship with the broader community and DVLAC is much closer now but we will need to 

push the Willinda Club as the mechanism to jointly drive the improvement of the Willinda Park 

facility. 

 

 
 

Finally, Iôd like to congratulate everyone on their athletic performance during the year and extend my 

sincere gratitude to those people who have contributed to the successful operation of the clubéthe 

committee, volunteers, winter captain, team managers, Willinda club representatives, fundraisers, 

event organisers, coachesé 

 

Rob 

 

 
Major Assumptions 


